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Dear Editor-in-Chief 
 
Klebsiella species are considered as the most im-
portant bacterial organisms causing more than 
10% of in-hospital nosocomial infections. K. 
pneumoniae is known to be responsible for a ma-
jority rates of community-acquired urinary tract 
infections (1,2).  
Extended spectrum beta-lactamase producing K. 
pneumoniae is most common infectious pathogen 
in hospitals and is mainly responsible for pneu-
monia, urinary tract infections, septicemia, and 
wound infections (2-4).  
This study was conducted to determine the prev-
alence of ESBL producing K. pneumoniae strains 
isolated from clinical samples in a major hospital 
in Tehran, Iran. Overall, 500 clinical samples 
were collected from Aug 2017 to Dec 2017. K. 
pneumoniae strains were isolated and identified us-
ing microbiological techniques.  
The K. pneumoniae isolates were studied for their 
susceptibility and detection of ESBL producers 
by double disk synergy test (DDST). Twenty-
three percent of K. pneumoniae strains were ESBL 
producers detected by DDST test.  

In the present study, a moderate number of K. 
pneumoniae isolates were ESBL producers and 
therefore, continued monitoring of drug re-
sistance especially ESBL producers is important 
in clinical settings for disease management.  
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